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Rachel Speaks — God and Men Listen

Or the Hidden Voice of Women

1. A Woman’s Midrash? - Eikha Rabbati, Petihta 24

God was crying [after the destruction], saying
“what have I done?”

...Metatron prostrated himself in front of Him
and said, Master of the World, I will cry, and
You will not cry.

God told him: If you don’t let me cry, I will
enter a place where you cannot enter, and I will
cry,

as it is written: Though you cannot hear it, my
soul cries at hiding.
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2. Four Men and a Woman, ibid.

1. Avraham opened and said... Master of the
Universe, You have given me a son when [
was a hundred years old... You told me to
bring him as an offering... I had no mercy for
him... will You not recall this for me and will
not have mercy on my children?

2. Yitzhak opened and said, Master of the
Universe, when my father told me that God
will choose the sacrificial lamb, I did not defy
Your word. I was willingly bound on the altar
and I stretched my neck to the knife... will
You not recall this for me and will not have
mercy on my children?

3. Yaakov opened and said, Master of the
Universe, I lived in the house of Lavan for
twenty years, and when I left his house I was
attacked by wicked Esav who wanted to kill
my children... I was willing to sacrifice my
life for them... I suffered a lot bringing them
up... will You not recall this for me and will
not have mercy on my children?

4. Moshe opened and said, Master of the
Universe, I was a faithful shepherd for the
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Israelites for forty years, and I lead the way as
a horse in the desert...

And when it was time for them to enter Israel,
You have decreed that my bones will be
scattered in the desert... I do not share my
Master’s good times, rather only the harsh
times.

5. At that moment Rachel, our mother, jumped
[and stoo] in front of God and said, Master of
the Universe, You know that Yaakov, Your
servant loved me tremendously... My father
plotted to switch me with my sister and I could
not tolerate that... I then overcame it and held
back my desire [for Yaakov]... I had mercy for
my sister and did not want to embarrass her... |
did an act of kindness with her, and was not
jealous of her

6. If I, mere flesh and blood, dust and ashes,
was not jealous of my adversary and did not
shame her...

7. You, a living, eternal, merciful king, why
were you jealous of idolatry which has no
value?

8. At that moment, the mercy of God has been
awoken and He said, for you Rachel, I will
bring Israel back from exile.
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3. Maayan Ganim — The Spring of Gardens, by R. Shemuel Archevolti, 16" C, Italy

1. These are the words of Dinah, a kind soul,
an illustrious woman, more precious than
pearls, whose heart desires wisdom. She seeks
the advice of a sage, for fear that people will
shame her for that.

2. Solomon said in his wisdom: “a wise one is
he who seeks advice”, and as if that needed
support, the philosophers also said that the
smartest person needs others’ advice.
Therefore I, the woman who stands with you
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today (though I am far away from you by
divine decree, and I feel abandoned, the sages
said that the physical status of one should not
diminish his self-esteem), have concluded that
as a woman, who naturally is of a lower status,
incapable of finesse, sunken in the quicksand
of ignorance, must seek her master, and must
be guided by his counsel and good word to go
in straight paths.

3. It has been a while that I have been
undecided, I say yes and then I say no. An
inner voice says: Get up! Call wisdom and it
will come! Then you will know the reverence
of God and you will be strengthened like a
man. You know that an ignoramus cannot be
pious, and though women are exempt of time-
dependent commandments, they are equal to
men regarding punishments for transgressions.

4. You do know that the rabbis like to say that
knowledge brings to perfection! Could there be
anything worse than witchcraft, which can
even cause damage to the divine entourage,
and yet the rabbis explained that the
commandment of the Torah “you shall not
learn to do what they do” refers only to
learning in order to practice [witchcraft], but
one must learn in order to understand
[witchcraft’s] nature and to make legal rulings
about it.

5. Yet another voice says: To you the female
we say, go around in circles, and do not come
near the Torah. Don’t you know that the rabbis
always say that one who teaches his daughter
Torah teaches her vanities? She has killed
many innocent ones, dared to climb the
mountain, became pregnant by promiscuity,
she was pregnant with vanity and gave birth to
falsehood, she explores what is above her, she
has betrayed God and His Torah, she
misinterprets the verses, she inflicts death upon
numerous people, and her fabrics are cobweb!

6. Stretch your hand to the distaff, and let your
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palms support the spindle. Use your wisdom to
weave goats’ wool, and dare not enter the
garden of wisdom, to gather roses, the words
of the sages.

7. Because of that I feel remorse and I fear that
I will transgress a major prohibition. If T will
get ready to study the Torah given to us by
Moshe, it is vain toil and a great sin, for I
trespass the domain of my colleagues, the men
who sit in the royal front row of the kingdom
of learning. And the verse says, nay, screams:
The tools of men should not be worn by
women! And our sages in general that each
kingdom has a clear border defined to a
hairbreadth.

8. I was also tormented by the statement of the
sages that women merit the world to come
because they encourage their husbands and
sons to study Torah, and not one of the sages
of the Mishna or the Talmud found it
appropriate to say that she has own merit for
learning Torah. You, my master of truth, guide
me in the right path and I will adhere to your
words.

9. The response of the man: When the
woman’s will is ready to receive the abundance
of wisdom, delaying action would be
detrimental. We are not concerned about the
rabbis’ statement that one who teaches his
daughter Torah teaches her vanities.

10. You should be blessed of all women with
your graciousness and wisdom [the Hebrew is
a wordplay on Yael’s name], as you acquire
knowledge and erect the walls of sanctity.
Please pay heed, oh woman of beauty and
mastery of knowledge, and listen to my advice.
If you indeed desire the pure Torah, the
excellence of analysis, the pillars of learning,
the walls of examination, the cluster of
enlightenment, the grapes of humility, and the
desirable attributes, and if indeed you eschew
the desires which distort one paths, the false
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benefits of the world, the vanities of time
which pile up, and the indulgence which brings
misery, all of which are false and vain, do not
let go of your position and let no physical
impediment stop you.

11. If not for fear of my colleagues I would
have said that you were a male and you turned
into a female, and what happened to Dinah’s,
Yaakov’s daughter, happened to you as well. It
is for a good reason that you were named
Dinah. God, who places names on earth,
applied to you the verse “a woman will
surround a man”.

12. And the question raised by the statement
that one who teaches his daughter Torah
teaches her vanities is not that complicated, as
I see the woman, but I do not see the problem.
We can say that the sages only spoke about the
father, who teaches the daughter at a young age
when he sees that her actions stand out in their
purity and honesty. In this case one should be
concerned [that when she grows up, she will
change] since most women are lightheaded,
they waste their time on vanities, and have no
patience.

13. However [older] women who have been
inspired on their own to approach the craft, the
royalty, the service of God, and who choose
good for the sake of goodness, they will ascend
the mount of God and dwell in His Holy
Abode, as they are role models to others. The
leading scholars of the time must praise them,
empower them, set for them [the order of
study], strengthen their hands, fortify their
arms, put on their battle gear, and girdle them
with might.

14. And we could soon add another benefit,
and that is that the women will become a
source of Torah. Because the hopeless men,
who are droned in the wine of their feasts, who
eat abundantly, and who prefer the miserable
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body over everything, who subdue their soul
which could have empowered them, and who
are too lazy to take upon themselves the
service and observance if the Israelite nation,
will learn from the women [by an a-fortiori: if
the women who are not obligated to learn are
learning, how much more so the men, who are
obligated].

15. And do not complain about the sages’
dictum that the woman’s merit is by enabling
her husband’s learning, because they spoke of
the common majority, and never intended to
exclude a woman who studies the pure core of
Torah, God forbid.

16. Keep learning and you will be successful,
and God will grant you His divine support!
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4. Rachel’s Merit, R. Yehudah Fetaya, 19-20C, Baghdad-Israel

1. Recall, God, Rachel’s merit for Your exiled sons.
She let her adversary to her canopy in a sleepless night.

She hid under the bed and responded.

Please, hear her bewail and lament from high heavens.

2. A thundering, shattering voice, is heard from afar.
The one buries at the crossroads, is wailing and asking:
“Where is Joseph, my cradled one? Woe to me for my

sweet child!

Where is Ben Oni, who never saw me, whom I never

breastfed?

3. She went to ask the fathers of all: “Where are my dear

children?”

“Go ask Amram’s son, buried on Mount Avarim!”
“My son Moshe, don’t keep mum, where have you

abandoned the flocks?”

From the grave rose a mournful, lamenting voice:
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4. “Why, dear aunt, are you wandering, what do
yousearch on the mountains?”

“I have to mend the broken wall, now is not a time for
idle talk.”

Moshe, in deep sorrow, answered: “I have handed them
to your son, Yehoshua.”

“Yehoshua my son, please answer me, where are the
tribes?”

5. Seeing her agony and lament, he cried as well.
Their crying and wailing rose to the heavens.
“Please mother, stop, lest I die and perish!

I have handed them to the elders and to the shepherd
kings of the House of David.”

6. She went in a rush to the gravesites of Zion.

They said: “On the Temple Mount seek and find them.
When Rachel saw that there are no walls nor fences,
And the Temple has been burnt to the ground,

And that there are no priests nor Levites, and no Ark nor
Cherubim,

7. She shrieked in agony and removed her shoes.
She tore the striped robe, her scarf, and coats.

She wore sackcloth and rolled on the rocks,
Slapping her flesh to mourn her precious son, lost in
exile.

8. Clad in sorrow for God’s chosen people, she was
howling in grief.

Hurriedly she leapt above, towards God, sitting on high,
and tore through all heavens

She ascended God’s secret chamber, and stood before
Him

She demanded justice for the People of Zion, shamed
[by God], pleading and mourning.
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9. “Please Father, see my pain, look at me with mercy,
My Rock, My Hope, will Your people be forever lost?
How could You tear a bride from her husband lap and
send her into exile?

How could You shoo the nesting mother, but not take

care of the fledglings?

10. How could You abandon Your sheep wandering
among devouring lions?

How can you remain passive while the People of Edom
[Germany] turn them into sacrifices?

Were they not punished enough, were they not engulfed
by vicious waters?

Are a thousand years not enough for You?

11. The sun is already setting on the second millennium,
and the pain is not letting.

Where is the miraculous sign? When is the Time of
Times?

When will you have mercy? When will you console us?
You keep putting us away, day after day!

Almighty God, redeem us already! Do not soothe us
with words!”

12. A voice was then heard from the Divine Throne:
“Hush my daughter, bride of the mighty [fathers]!

Let your eyes stop crying; Let your voice rest from
supplications.

Because of your tears and lament, the heavenly worlds
are now in exile.

And He rose up above, and mercy has been invoked.

...Rise up, shake away your sorrow, and wear your
precious clothes.”

I hear the voice of my nation saying:

“Even if we are sinners, please do for the sake of Your
great name!”
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